
 
 

 
AIR QUALITY 
Monitoring data is used by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to identify affected counties, based 
on the revised National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone.  The information EPA used identifies 
counties with monitors currently in place that are violating the standard.  This information underestimates 
the counties that might eventually become part of an area designated as not meeting the standard, also 
known as a nonattainment area. 

The 2005 through 2007 data shows that all of Missouri's ozone monitors except one, at Mark Twain State 
Park, are violating the new standard, and even this monitor is very close to the standard.  Taking this data 
into consideration, monitors showing violations of the new standard are in the city of St. Louis and the 
following counties:  Cass, Cedar, Clay, Clinton, Greene, Jefferson, Lincoln, Perry, St. Charles, St. Louis 
and Ste. Genevieve.  

It is important to note that ozone air quality data obtained from monitoring is only one factor used in 
determining which counties will be part of a nonattainment area under the new standard.  The federal 
Clean Air Act requires EPA to also determine which counties contribute to the violation, and they must be 
included in the nonattainment area.   

The process for designating nonattainment area boundaries allows states to make a recommendation to 
EPA, but EPA has the authority to make the final decision.  EPA has not yet issued its criteria for how 
nonattainment areas will be designated under this new standard.  However, in previous designations, 
states were asked to consider multiple factors as they developed their boundary recommendations.  In 
addition to actual monitoring data, the criteria used in past designation processes included the following: 

• emissions and air quality in adjacent areas;  
• population density and commercial development in adjacent areas;  
• location and size of emission sources;  
• traffic and commuting patterns;  
• extent, pattern, and rate of growth;  
• weather and transport patterns;  
• mountains or other air basin boundaries;  
• jurisdictional boundaries;  
• level of control of emission sources; and  
• enforceable regional emission reductions strategies.  

All states are also currently awaiting area classification guidance from EPA to establish how to evaluate 
the boundary recommendations for nonattainment areas under the revised standard.  These 
recommendations will be due to EPA by March 12, 2009, with the designations expected to be based on 
monitoring data from the 2006 through 2008 ozone seasons. EPA will then have until March 12, 2010, to 
make final designations of attainment and nonattainment areas for the state. Once final designations are 
made, state plans will have to be developed outlining how states will reduce pollution to meet the ozone 
standard. These plans will be due three years after final designations are made.  

ANTI-DEGRADATION 
New requirements for wastewater facility design and permitting will go into effect on August 31, 2008.  
The new regulation known as Antidegradation will require extensive testing prior to permitting new facility 
discharges.  The Missouri Clean Water Law establishes requirements for the protection and management 
of surface water and groundwater quality. The antidegradation rule is one of four required regulatory 
elements of the WQS. The other three elements include water classification, beneficial uses, and water 
quality criteria (narrative and numeric). All of these review elements must be administered as a whole. 
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Waters identified within Tables G and H of the WQS is regarded as “classified.” All other waters of the 
state are “unclassified.” All waters of the state are subject to the Missouri Anti-degradation Rule and 
Implementation Procedure. 
 
Where more than one use exists or has been designated for a water, the use with the most stringent 
water quality requirements must be maintained and protected. An antidegradation review shall be 
performed for the entire segment (or multiple segments) of water expected to be significantly degraded by 
a new or expanded discharge. The review must extend downgradient as far as significant degradation is 
expected regardless of the classification status of the receiving waters. If the expected, degradation is 
confined within a single segment, the review may be limited to only the portion of the segment to be 
affected.  
 
Waters listed in Tables D and E of the WQS are waters of outstanding quality. These waters include the 
state's Outstanding National Resource Waters and the Outstanding State Resource Waters. The 
degradation of water quality of these surface waters is prohibited except from short-term effects of 
temporary degradation. All waters of the state are protected under at least one of three tiers of the 
antidegradation rule.  
 

FARM BILL 
On May 15, the House and the 
Senate adopted the Farm Bill conference report (HR 2419, H Report 110-627) by an overwhelming 
majority (318-106 and 81-15, respectively), enough to defeat a threatened White House veto.  

The $289 billion five-year measure is primarily focused on income and commodity price supports but also 
includes funding for important trade, conservation, forestry, nutrition and rural development programs.  

A total of $150 million in mandatory funding is provided for programs within the Rural Development Title. 
This includes $120 million to address the $2 billion backlog of USDA water and waste water loan/grant 
applications. 

An additional $15 million in mandatory funding is provided for the new Rural Entrepreneur Assistance 
Program. The initiative will provide low- and moderate-income individuals loans of $50,000 or less to 
establish new small businesses in rural areas. The bill also contains language championed by NADO to 
include “public” nonprofit entities, such as most regional development organizations and councils of 
government, as eligible organizations to serve as regional and local intermediaries and technical 
assistance providers. 

Finally, the Value-Added Agricultural Market Development Program receives $15 million in mandatory 
funding. 

The Rural Collaborative Investment Program (RCIP) supported by Senate Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA) does not receive the mandatory funding as originally contained in the 
Senate’s version of the Farm Bill, but the innovative new program is included in the final bill with an 
authorization of $135 million in discretionary funding over five years.   

Under the new program, up to $150,000 will be provided to help self-defining, sub-state regions develop 
regional collaborative investment strategies. An additional $6 million is provided for regions to implement 
specific projects identified in their strategies. 

Most importantly, the bill specifically calls for regional development organizations to serve as fiscal 
managers within their region, providing technical, administrative and financial support.  
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION OVERSIGHT 
I have been asked to make a presentation to the Joint Committee on Transportation Oversight on June 
11th.  The focus of the presentation is what “we” could do or would recommend to do if additional 
transportation dollars were made available.  The presentation panel will also include Jerry Blair from East 
West Gateway and Mell Henderson from MARC.   
 
This presentation will, in essence, be a public release of the discussions that we had relative to the 
Transportation Investment Priority process.  There will most likely be different needs presented by the 
urban and rural areas.  I want to make sure I capture as many rural view points as possible in my 
presentation so I am asking for your input on what you think we would or could do with additional 
transportation dollars.  I want the presentation to be needs-focused and avoid discussions about specific 
projects or geographies.   
 
In reviewing my notes from the TIP I will include the following needs (not in any particular priority order). 
 

1. Safety improvements  
a. Providing shoulders on Missouri’s rural roadways including numbered, lettered, and 

double-lettered roadways.  The width and surface of shoulders to be determined by 
usage and classification.  

b. Alignment-spot alignment improvements on NHS and other key regional roadways to 
provide a safer driving experience  

c. Bridge-continue to replace sub-standard and one lane bridges on the state system, and 
to allocate funds to maintain Missouri’s major river crossings  

2. Improved Connectivity-address the need for improved connectivity north to south across the State 
of Missouri and east to west along the southern tier of counties. 

3. Interstate Capacity-add capacity to appropriate interstate systems to avoid congestion, facilitate 
movement of goods and products, and to increase safety.  

4. Capacity Improvements-improvements to regionally significant roadways to expand roadway 
capacity.  Included in this discussion could be system expansion (additional lanes, etc) and 
system improvements (roadway design (alignment, width, shoulders), access management, etc.  
Addressing this need will improve connectivity and efficiency while reducing congestion.  

5. Expand multi-modal options-develop solutions to manage the ever-increasing movement of 
freight across the State.  Included in this need could be discussion on dedicated truck lanes, 
improvements to our river ports, air ports, trucking terminals and development of multi-modal 
facilities.  

6. Rural Transit systems-in light of findings from Rural Transit Plans additional transit capacity to 
serve rural areas of the state should be strongly considered.  

 

TRANSPORTATION-STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 
The 2009-2013 Draft Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is available for public 
comment.  The STIP includes a construction schedule for roads and bridges and a listing of scoping and 
design projects being considered by the Department.  The following projects from the Boonslick region 
included in the STIP are: 
 
Scoping and Design: 
 Lincoln County-US Hwy 61, corridor improvements from Route KK to Route A. 
 Lincoln County-Route Z-Streambank stabilization to protect bridge over Sulpher Creek 
 Montgomery County-MO 161-Bridge improvements over Smith Branch 3 miles south of Route 19 
 Montgomery County-Route CC-Bridge improvements over Elkhorn Creek .6 miles west of Rte E 
 Warren County-MO 47-Environmental Impact Statement-From Rte 94 to Washington 
 Warren County-MO 47-Roadway improvements one mile south of Rte CC (Hopewell Hill) 
 Warren County-MO 47-Bridge improvements over Lake Creek.1 mile south of Rte 94. 
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Highway and Bridge Construction: 
 Lincoln County-US 61, Intersection Improvements at South Lincoln Drive 
 Lincoln County-US 61, New interchange at Route U and Mette Road 
 Lincoln County-US 61, Pavement treatment on northbound lanes 
 Lincoln County-MO79, Replace bridge over Lost Creek (Elsberry) 
 Lincoln County-MO79, Replace bridge over Sandy Creek (Foley) 
 Montgomery County-IS 70, Pavement repair east of Route F 
 Montgomery County-Rte N, Replace bridge 3 miles east of I-70 
 Warren County-MO47-Replace bridge over Tuque Creek 

Warren County-MO47-Intersection improvements at Warrior Avenue 
Warren County-IS70-Pavement improvements on westbound lanes from Rte 47 to Montg. Co 
Warren County-IS70-Pavement improvements on westbound lanes from St. Charles Co. to Rte F 

 
 

HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING 
Boonslick RPC has contracted with the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) to be the Lead 
RPC for the Region C Homeland Security Oversight Committee (RHSOC). Region C is divided by the 
St. Louis metro area, and includes Lincoln, Warren and Pike counties in the north; and Perry, St. 
Francois, Ste. Genevieve and Washington counties in the south. The 9 RHSOCs statewide are divided by 
Highway Patrol troop boundaries, and are primarily responsible for distributing the region’s allocation of 
State Homeland Security Grant (SHSP) funds. Boonslick RPC receives $40,000 annually to facilitate and 
manage Region C RHSOC activities, and 3% of the region’s SHSP award for management and 
administration of the grant. 
 
FY 2006 

• Region C received a total award of: $ 616,274.07 
• Boonslick RPC received 3% for M&A: $   18,488.22 
• Total funding for local agencies: $ 597,785.85 
• FY2006 expected to be closed out by June 30, 2008 (5 of 9 regions have requested extensions) 
• Equipment purchased in Region C: 

o Disaster response trailers (mass care & sheltering), qty. 8 
� 1 per county, plus 1 extra for St. Francois County 

o Trailer-mounted 75kW generators, qty. 4 
� 1 each for Lincoln, Pike, Warren & St. Francois County 

o Elliot Data Systems 
� Credentialing (ID badge) systems, 1 per county 
� Event Manager & Asset Tracker software, 1 per county 
� Hand-held scanners (barcode readers) for each county 

o Interoperable radio programming software/hardware 
� Equipment for Warren & Pike County Sheriff (Kenwood, Motorola & ICOM) 

o Mobile EOC communications trailers, qty. 3 
� 1 each for St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve & Washington counties 

o Rapid-deploy air shelter systems with logistics trailers, qty. 2 
� 1 each for Lincoln & Warren Counties 

o Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) equipment & training 
� Training equipment and supplies for each county 
� CERT logistics trailer for C-North (Lincoln, Warren, Pike) 

 
• Receiving agencies for FY2006 SHSP funds: Lincoln County Emergency Management, Lincoln 

County Fire, Lincoln County Health, Warren County Emergency Management, Warren County 
Sheriff, Wright City Fire, Pike County Sheriff, Pike County Ambulance, St. Francois County 
Emergency Management, Ste. Genevieve County Emergency Management, Ste. Genevieve 
County Health, Perry County Emergency Management, Perry County Health, Washington County 
Emergency Management, Washington County Health.  
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FY2007 
• Region C received a total award of: $ 335,429.00 
• Boonslick RPC received 3% for M&A: $   10,062.87 
• Total funding for local agencies:  $ 325,366.13 
• Equipment/training budgeted: 

o Mobile medical shelter systems x 3  
o Trailers for medical shelter systems x 3 
o Generators for medical shelter systems x 3 
o Disaster response trailer x 1  
o 75kW generators, trailer-mounted x 4 
o Prime movers (trucks for towing regional response equipment) x 2 
o CERT training & supplies x 7 

 

CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy) UPDATE 
The Boonslick Region Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy(CEDS) must be updated by April 
2009.  The original plan was developed in 1998 and updated in 2004.  The CEDS allows communities 
within our region to qualify for federal financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Commerce-
Economic Development Administration (EDA).  To continue to maintain this eligibility the plan must be 
updated every five years.   

Since the original plan was completed the guidelines and regulations for plan development have changed 
significantly.  EDA, under the current administration, is requiring substantial input from the private sector 
in the development of regional strategies.  A CEDS Committee needs to be formed to guide the plan 
update.  EDA is very prescriptive on the membership of the committee. The committee must be 
comprised of representatives from: 

• Private sector (local business owners or managers) 
• Post-secondary education 
• Workforce Development 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Economic Development 
• Utilities/Finance 
• Other regionally significant interests, (tourism, transportation, etc.) 

The plan once developed by the committee and staff will be submitted to the Board of Directors for 
approval and adoption. 

 

NATURAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATES 
SEMA provided funding in 2004 to develop Natural Hazard Mitigation Plans for each county.  These plans 
enable communities to access disaster mitigation funds from FEMA.  To maintain communities’ eligibility 
FEMA requires the Hazard Mitigation Plans to be updated every 5 years.   Our region’s plans were 
accepted by FEMA in April 2004; therefore, the plan must be updated by April 2009.   

In 2004 SEMA provided funds to the counties to contract with the RPCs to develop these plans.  SEMA is 
again allocating funds to complete the plan updates, however, SEMA is now requiring a 25% match.  
SEMA will allow the match to be cash or in-kind services.  Our proposal is to utilize in-kind match, 
provided from plan update participants, including local emergency management directors, committee 
members, and staff assistance from local communities to meet the match.  The estimate match for each 
county is $6,000. 

The draft plan for Montgomery County is due March 2009 and the draft plans for Lincoln and Warren 
Counties are due May 2009.  SEMA anticipates providing contracts for the counties and RPCs in June 
2008.  Training on the new plan elements was provided by SEMA in May. 
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
CEDAP-First Responder-Free Federal Equipment. Applications may be downloaded and submitted via 
the Responder Knowledge Base (www.rkb.us) between 9 a.m. May 30 and 5 p.m. June 30 (EST) 
 
DNR-State Revolving Fund-Water and Wasterwater Projects—Loans and grants for water and 
wastewater system expansion and improvements.  Applications due by November 15th. 
 
Community Development Block Grant-Funding is available year-round for 
water and wastewater projects and emergency projects.  Additional funding 
categories include community facilities, other public needs and downtown 
revitalization. 
 
USDA-Rural Development-Funding is available in the form of grants and low 
interest loans for water and wastewater, community facilities, and housing 
activities.  Applications are available year-round as funds are available. 
 
East Central Solid Waste District-Funds will be available to fund activities 
related to waste reduction, recycling programs, education, and special 
collection events. 
 
DREAM Initative- Gov. Matt Blunt announced the opening of the 2008 Downtown Revitalization and 
Economic Assistance for Missouri (DREAM) Initiative.  Applications will be due by 5 p.m. on July 18, 2008 
and may be obtained through the DREAM Internet site, www.dream.mo.gov. There will be two 
applications available, one for previous applicants who were not selected previously and a second for first 
time applicants.  Gov. Blunt plans to announce the 2008 DREAM communities at the Governor’s 
Conference on Economic Development in September. 

 
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Missouri Department of Economic Development’s Division of Business and Community Services, 
Missouri Housing Development Commission and Division of Workforce Development are offering a 
Summer Series of educational trainings. Learn about redevelopment, community development, workforce 
development and business expansion/attraction. Come to one session or all 3. Walk away with valuable 
information regarding Missouri’s tax structure, partners in the deals, financing tools available and much 
more. Case studies will provide an opportunity to put the information learned into real practice. 


