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Boonslick Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) 
Transportation Advisory Committee 
 
The Boonslick Transportation Advisory Committee represents a cross-section of the region. 
Participants are chosen to represent all stakeholders, including local government, emergency 
services agencies, school districts, and economic development.  For additional information about 
the 2005 Boonslick Regional Transportation Plan and transportation issues in the Boonslick 
Region contact: 
 
Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 
P.O. Box 429 
111 Steinhagen Road 
Warrenton, MO 63383 
Phone: (636) 456-3473 
Fax: (636) 456-2329 
email: etcher@boonslick.org 
Copies of this plan are available online at: 
http://www.boonslick.org 
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CHAPTER 1 
Introduction/Goals and Objectives 
 
 
Study Organization 
 
On May 27, 1968, Governor Warren E. Hearnes signed the necessary documents creating the 
Boonslick Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) to assist in the governance of Lincoln, 
Montgomery, and Warren counties.  Boonslick administers the Transportation Advisory Council 
(TAC) for the region and has prepared this transportation plan on behalf of the member 
governments and citizens of the region to aid the Missouri Department of Transportation 
(MoDOT) in developing and maintaining the region’s transportation systems.   
 
Since its inception, Boonslick has provided professional services to its members. Additional 
services provided by the Commission include comprehensive planning, land use planning, 
mapping services, demographic research, grant writing and administration, project development, 
community and economic development, financial services, environmental services, program 
administration and forums to address regional concerns. Today, the Commission continues to 
provide an array of professional services to the 26 member jurisdictions and 8 associate 
members to efficiently address the issues that impact the quality of life within the region. 
 
 
Study Area 
 
The region is centered on Interstate 70 and lies immediately west of the St. Louis metropolitan 
area. Neighboring jurisdictions are Audrain and Pike counties on the north, Audrain and 
Callaway counties on the west, St. Charles County on the southeast, the Mississippi River to the 
northeast and the Missouri River on the south.  
 
The area encompasses 1,645 square miles, 27 municipal governments and 3 county 
governments.  Lincoln County covers 630 square miles and has 12 municipalities: Chain of 
Rocks, Elsberry, Foley, Fountain N Lakes, Hawk Point, Moscow Mills, Old Monroe, Silex, Troy, 
Truxton, Whiteside, and Winfield.  Troy serves as Lincoln County’s county seat.  Montgomery 
County consists of 584 square miles and 9 cities: Bellflower, High Hill, Jonesburg, Middletown, 
Montgomery City, McKittrick, New Florence, Rhineland and Wellsville.  Montgomery City is the 
county seat of Montgomery County.  The remaining 6 incorporated communities are in Warren 
County.  These cities include Innsbrook, Pendleton, Marthasville, Truesdale, Warrenton, and 
Wright City.  Warrenton serves as the county seat.  Warren County is the smallest county in the 
Boonslick Region consisting of 432 square miles.   
 
The following map provides a spatial representation of the counties and cities within the 
Boonslick Region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP 1:  Study Area 
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St. Louis Co.  4% 
 
Gasconade Co.  

 
 
 
Connection to the Planning Framework 
 
Missouri needed a new, more transparent planning process reflecting a shared transportation 
vision to help identify the state’s highest-priority 
transportation needs. The vision describes how 
the transportation system should look in the 
future. The Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT) set out to develop a 
process in which local officials and the general 
public could understand how decisions are 
made, could participate in the process, and 
could influence the decisions.  The Missouri 
Highways Transportation Commission (MHTC) 
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directed MoDOT staff to address the concerns mentioned above by developing a planning 
framework that – 
 

·  defines each step of the planning and decision-making process and how they fit together, 
·  defines the role of local officials and the public in each step of the planning and decision-

making process, and 
·  includes processes for prioritizing needs and projects to ensure a degree of statewide 

consistency while allowing regional flexibility. 
 
The planning framework provides the means for a more objective approach to transportation 
decision-making and is based on MoDOT’s public participation philosophy. 
 
 
Connection to MoDOT LRTP 
 
The Federal Highway Administration, by law, partners with state transportation departments and 
the regional planning commissions consult with local elected officials to create future 
transportation plans. Therefore, Boonslick has prepared this transportation plan on behalf of the 
member governments and the citizens of the region to aid MoDOT in developing and maintaining 
the region’s transportation system.   
 
The purpose of this document is to submit the transportation needs of the Boonslick Region to 
MoDOT for inclusion in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and the state’s 
Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The STIP includes near-term projects while the LRTP 
deals with projects scheduled over 7-10 years.  
 
 
Goals and Objectives 
 
Citizens and governments within the Boonslick Region demand a transportation system that 
provides for, and accommodates, the safety of travel within this region.  Improvements are 
necessary to the existing system to ensure that future travel is not subject to needless and 
preventable harm.  Many of the safety concerns within the Boonslick Region are attributable to 
design flaw, antiquated facilities, and driver error.  The goals of the region are: 
 

1. Provide a safe transportation system. 
2. Maintain the existing transportation system. 
3. Reduce congestion and travel delays. 
4. Support economic growth and development. 
5. Reduce the number and severity of accidents. 
6. Reduce travel hazards within the region. 
7. Respond to regional emerging needs. 
8. Provide access to opportunities for all residents. 
9. Provide for the efficient movement of goods and people through the region. 
10. Promote the utilization of all modes of transportation. 

 
This outcome will be monitored using data collected by MoDOT information systems.  
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CHAPTER 2 
Population and Employment 
 
 
Population Forecasts 

 
Both the State of Missouri and the Boonslick Region have experienced significant population 
growth over the past decade and the growth is projected to continue at a substantial rate through 
2025.  The state population increased by 388,436, or 7%, between 1990 and 2000.  This trend is 
expected to decrease to a 5% growth rate through 2020 according to the State of Missouri Office 
of Administration/Division of Budget and Planning projections.   
 
Through 2025, Lincoln County and Warren County continue to exhibit the highest growth rates 
among the MoDOT Northeast District counties.  The growth of the Boonslick Region is due 
primarily to its proximity to the St. Louis metro area, low-cost housing, and low transportation 
costs.  Boonslick represents three of the 13 counties served by MoDOT’s District 3.  According to 
U.S. Census 2005 estimates, the Boonslick Region’s population of 81,962 represents 40% of the 
District 3’s total population. By 2025, the region will represent more than 47% of the District. 

MoDOT District 3 Counties: Population & Projections  1990-2025
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The Boonslick Region’s population has changed dramatically over the past decade.  From 1990 
to 2000 the region grew by 15,824 people or 26.5%.  Both Lincoln and Warren counties were the 
leaders for growth in the region.  Lincoln and Warren counties grew by 30.2% and 31.1% 
respectively between 1980 and 1990.  Between 1990 and 2000 Lincoln County increased 
population by 34.8% with a total population in 2000 of 38,944 and Warren County increased 
population by 25.6% with a total population in 2000 of 24,525.  Montgomery County saw a loss of 
182 people between 1980 and 1990, but between 1990 and 2000 the county saw a 6.9% 
increase in new residents with a total population of 12,136.  Of Missouri’s 114 counties, Lincoln 
County ranked 4th, Warren County ranked 11th, and Montgomery County ranked 70th in highest 
population change between the 1990 and 2000 Census. 
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The age distribution for the Boonslick Region has increased continually since 1970 and is 
projected to increase in all age groups through 2020.  Between the 1990 and 2000 Census all 
age groups throughout the region increased dramatically; the 0-14 age group exhibited the 
largest increase of almost 6,500 people.  This trend could be due to an increase in new families 
to the region.  In conjunction with the 0-14 age group increase, the Census data showed an 
increase in a large portion of the 25-44, and 45-64 workforce population age groups.  This trend 
indicates these new families are more career-oriented, and have established their careers before 
having families.  The fastest growing county in the region for the 2000 Census was Lincoln 
County with a change in population of 34.8%, the fourth fastest in the state.  While Lincoln 
County has the largest 16-and-over labor force of 19,583 people or 68.5% of their population, the 
county also has the lowest median age of 34.5. 
 

 
 Source: Missouri Census Data Center 2000. 
 
 

A closer look at the region’s population pyramid from the 2000 Census shows relatively equal 
distributions of the male and female populations within the region. The pyramid also emphasizes 
the large increase in the 0-14 range and also in the 25-64 population range.  The largest single 
increase is reflected in the 25-44 age group; the prime workforce ages for current employment. 
In addition, as the population of the Boonslick Region increases, new school locations will 
aggravate existing congested locations and/or create new congestion points. 
 

Regional Population Age Profile  
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Source: Missouri Census Data Center 2000. 

 
 
 
Employment Forecasts 
 
The Boonslick Region’s main economic driving force is its population.  The U.S. Census reported 
the region had a population of 75,605 people in 2000.  The July 2004 U.S. Census estimate 
shows a population of 85,710; a 12% increase in four years.   The June 2005 Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reported labor force of 38,460 within the region. 
 

 Boonslick Region Totals 

 
Civilian Labor 

Force Employed Unemployed  Rate 
2004     
July 41,739 39,067 2,672 6.8% 
August 41,316 38,965 2,351 6.0% 
September 40,854 38,660 2,194 5.5% 
October 41,030 38,912 2,454 6.2% 
November 41,366 38,912 2,454 6.2% 
December 41,411 38,916 2,495 6.0% 
2005     
January 43,962 40,826 3,136 6.9% 
February 43,815 40,730 3,085 7.2% 
March 43,511 40,769 2,742 6.6% 
April 44,260 41,840 2,420 5.6% 
May 44,440 42,085 2,355 5.4% 
June 38,650 36,592 2,058 5.3% 

 
The overall economy of the Boonslick Region presently is strong.  This is mainly due to the 
growing diversity of the economy within the region.  With the population increase to the region, 
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there has been a shift in the region’s industries.  Agri-business and the small individually owned 
stores which supported those industries have begun to disappear while larger retail chains and 
other specialty shops have grown in the area.  
 
As the region grows and more industry moves into the area the effects will have an impact on 
transportation.  The current labor force status is reflected below.  
 

Boonslick Region:  Annual Unemployment Rate
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The average unemployment rate for the Boonslick Region for 2004 was 6% compared to the 
State of Missouri’s 2004 average rate of 5.4%.  For the past decade the regional unemployment 
rate has been above the state average. The unemployment rate within the region is expected to 
remain close to the state average due to its proximity to St. Charles and St. Louis counties. 
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Land Use 
 
According to the U.S. Census, an urban area is defined as a place having a population of at least 
2,500 people.  Only two cities in the Boonslick Region fit this definition, Troy and Warrenton.  
Developed lands in these areas are classified as residential, commercial, industrial, public and 
parkland.  Residential land is devoted primarily to single-family dwellings. 
 
Although business and industry continue to develop in the Boonslick Region, historically the 
region’s economy has been based in agriculture.  Many of the businesses in the surrounding 
communities are agriculture support services.  The two leading crops in the region are corn and 
hay; these are used predominantly as feed for hogs and cattle.  Soybeans and wheat are other 
principal crops.  Livestock includes beef cattle and hogs.  Cash-grain farming dominates the 
Missouri River floodplain and the surrounding area.   
 
Transportation improvements and new roads must work hand-in-hand with land use designs for 
greatest efficiency and management. Therefore, the regional transportation planning process 
includes a review of county and municipal master plans within the region to ensure that the future 
transportation network complements, and does not conflict with, local long-range growth plans 
and desired growth patterns.  The following Boonslick jurisdictions have a master plan: High Hill, 
Elsberry, Innsbrook, Montgomery City, Montgomery County, Moscow Mills, Silex, Troy, 
Truesdale, Warren County, Warrenton, and Wright City.  
 
The land use/demand goals of the region are: 

·  expand the transportation system to accommodate growth in population, employment 
opportunities, and commerce activities, 

·  minimize congestion along key transportation facilities and in densely populated areas by 
striving for a balance of mobility and access, 

·  strive for a road network that complements smart growth initiatives and local land use 
development policies,  

·  construct intersections that will provide for safe mobility and connectivity to all system 
components, 

·  manage the surface transportation system to avoid disruption of communities and the 
economic lifeline of the region, 

·  meet the increasing travel demand by expanding and upgrading the classification and 
condition of carefully-selected existing roadways, and 

·  construct additional roadways to accommodate the growing areas of the region. 
 
 
 
Demand Forecasts 
 
The Boonslick Region represents a small fraction of the land within the State of Missouri. The 
Boonslick Region incorporates 1,588 square miles or 2.3% of the state.  The mean size of the 
counties located in the Boonslick Region is 533.6 square miles.   
 
Citizens and governments within the Boonslick Region are concerned about the transportation 
system’s growth in relation to the population and travel demands within the region. The Boonslick 
Region is a rapidly growing area that is rapidly exceeding the existing transportation design 
capacity. Lincoln and Warren counties in particular continue to experience increasing growth 
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pressures due to suburban development spreading westward from the St. Louis area.  New 
subdivisions are springing up at an ever-increasing rate. The areas of Troy/ Moscow Mills and 
Warrenton/Truesdale/Wright City are exhibiting remarkable growth in both the industrial and 
residential sectors.   

 
The increasing growth rate 
demands a transportation 
system improvement plan that 
proactively meets the needs of 
the region. The graph at right 
illustrates the pattern of 
westward growth spreading from 
the St. Louis area. Boonslick 
Region governments and 
citizens must work with MoDOT 
to invest transportation funds for 
optimum efficiency.  Plans must 
encompass the needs of local 
development, maintain sufficient 
capacity to mitigate or avoid 
congestion, reduce or minimize 
accidents, provide for ease of 
mobility, and provide convenient 
connectivity to all components of 
the transportation system. 
Outcomes will be monitored 
using public opinion surveys, 
transportation advisory 
committee comments, and data 
provided by MoDOT information 
systems. 
 
The population density in the Boonslick Region is much lower than the State of Missouri as a 
whole.  The population density in Lincoln County has increased by 26% between 1990 and 2000 
to 62 persons per square mile. As well, Warren County density has increased by 21% to 57 
persons per square mile. Although Montgomery County density, at 22 persons per square mile, 
increased by 17%.  The tables and maps below portray population density and the increasing 
density throughout the region. 
 

LAND AREA AND POPULATION DENSITY 
U.S. Census 1990  

         
LOCATION 

LAND AREA 
(square miles) POPULATION 

POPULATION DENSITY 
(persons per square mile) 

State of Missouri 68,898.1 5,117,073 74 
Boonslick Region 1,645.9 59,781 36 
Lincoln County 630.5 28,892 46 
Montgomery County 583.7 11,355 19 
Warren County 431.7 19,534 45 

Source: 1990 Census 
 

Westward Growth, St. Charles City to Warrenton, 1960- July 2004
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LAND AREA AND POPULATION DENSITY 
U.S. Census 2000  

         
LOCATION 

LAND AREA 
(square miles) POPULATION 

POPULATION DENSITY 
(persons per square mile) 

State of Missouri 68,898.1 5,323,523 77 
Boonslick Region 1,645.9 75,605 47 
Lincoln County 630.5 38,944 62 
Montgomery County 583.7 12,136 23 
Warren County 431.7 24,525 57 

Source: 2000 Census 
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Economic Hubs and Travel Demands  
 
The region’s primary economic centers are Troy/Moscow Mills and Warrenton/Truesdale/Wright 
City.  According to U.S. Census estimates as of July 1, 2004, these cities represent 28,970 
residents and account for 34% of the region’s population. 
 
The two largest centers are the Interstate 70 Growth Center and the U.S. Highway 61 growth 
center. The I-70 center, including Truesdale, Warrenton, and Wright City, provides an 
employment base for areas in and near the Boonslick Region. The U.S. Highway 61 growth 
center, including Moscow Mills and Troy, provides employment and supports financial, retail and 
medical economic activity in the region.  A secondary growth center lies along Highway 19 from 
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Interstate 70 north to Montgomery City offering employment and services in Montgomery County. 
Finally, southern Warren County and the City of Marthasville is a tertiary growth center due to its 
industrial and commercial development in connection with Washington, Mo. The map below 
provides a visual location of these growth centers.  
 

 
 
Commuting patterns for the Boonslick Region are illustrated below.  The 2000 Census reports 
the region had a total of 36,289 employees 16 years and older.  Of those employees, 45% lived 
and worked within their county of residence, and 55% commuted to a different county.  Trends 
show that most of the out-commuting from the region is to St. Charles and St. Louis counties.   
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The average drive time within the region to place of work was 29.47 minutes according to the 
2000 U.S. Census; up from an average drive time of 28.07 minutes in 1990.  Increases in 
employment will result in higher traffic counts on the major roads.  Drive time is expected to 
increase due to the increasing congestion on the region’s major transportation arteries.  
 
 
Other Economic Data/Demographics 
Educational attainment levels for the Boonslick Region have continued to rise since the 1990 
Census.  The 2000 U.S. Census indicated the Boonslick Region’s median educational attainment 
rate was 76.5%.  That’s up from the 1990 Census median educational attainment rate of 66.8%, 
an increase in the attainment rate of 9.7%.  Therefore, over three-quarters of the 25-and-older 
population within the region had a high school diploma or higher.  The attainment rate for 
persons achieving a bachelor’s degree or higher within the Boonslick Region has also risen from 
7.7% in 1990 to 10.2% in 2000.  Overall, higher educational rates help attract new technological 
and professional companies.  
 
 
Environmental Justice Issues 
 
Transportation projects often hold the potential to adversely affect various segments of a local 
population.  Issues such as access to employment and access to health services can represent 
important ramifications for low-income and/or minority populations.  The Boonslick Region holds 
economic and environment justice issues at a high standard of consideration.  Measures that 
encourage the public to take advantage of public meetings are a major priority for the region.   
 
 
Ethnic Diversity 
 
Although the Boonslick Region remains 
predominantly white according to the 2000 
Census, the number of minorities within the 
population has grown to help diversify the 
region.  The 2000 Census reports the 
minority population is made up 3.98% of the 
population as compared to 2.98% in 1990.  
This relates to a 68.6% increase in the 
minority population from 1990 to 2000 within 
the region.  As with the rest of the nation, the 
portion of the region’s population identifying 
itself as Hispanic grew significantly.  Between 
1990 and 2000, the region’s Hispanic 
population increased from 416 to 852 or 
103.8%.  The increase for the region 
exceeded that of Missouri which rose by 
92.2%.  The following tables present a more 
detailed look at the region’s diversity. 
 
 
 
 

 

Minority 
4% 

Boonslick Region-Ethnic Diversity  

White 
96% 
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Ethnic Composition of the Boonslick Region 
Race Year % of Change % of Total 

 1990 2000 1990 to 2000 for 2000 
White 57,998 72,599 25.2% 96.02% 
Black 1,392 1,401 0.6% 1.85% 
Am Indian/Alaska Native 160 282 76.3% 0.37% 
Asian/Pacific Islander 107 174 62.6% 0.24% 
Other 124 300 141.9% 0.40% 
2 or more race N/A 849 N/A 1.12% 

          Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 
 
 

          Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

 
 
Disadvantaged Populations 
 
The regional transportation system must provide travel services appropriate to the needs of the 
residents; especially disadvantaged residents.  By holding this goal in the forefront, we can 
effectively enhance the quality of life for those facing disadvantages and, therefore, the 
community as a whole.  The table below provides a snapshot of regional education and income 
in comparison to the State of Missouri. 
 

Boonslick Region County Quick Facts 

 
  Lincoln 
  County 

  Montgomery 
County 

  Warren 
  County 

  Boonslick 
Region    Missouri 

Population, 2000 38,944 12,136 24,525 75,605 5,595,211 
Population, percent change, 1990 to 2000 34.80% 6.90% 25.60% 26.47% 9.30% 
Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2000 7.30% 5.70% 6.50% 7  6.60% 
Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2000 30.00% 25.40% 26.90% 28.31% 25.50% 
Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2000 10.80% 17.20% 13.00% 12.55% 13.50% 
High school graduates, persons 25 years and over, 1990 11,938 4,731 8,508 25,177 2,433,211 
College graduates, persons 25 years and over, 1990 1,430 586 1,133 3,149 585,761 
Homeownership rate, 2000 80.80% 78.50% 83.10% 81.20% 70.30% 
Persons per household, 2000 2.77 2.47 2.64 2.63 2.48 
Median household money income $42,592 $30,011 $38,839  $38,793  $34,502  
Persons below poverty, percent 8.30% 12.80% 8.50% 8.95% 12.20% 

 
 
Poverty 
 
The Federal Government currently defines poverty as an annual income that is under 185% of 
the poverty threshold. The following maps illustrate the spatial existence of poverty within the 

Hispanic or Latin of Any Race Population 
County Year % of Change %of Total Population 

  1990 2000 1990 - 2000 2000 
Lincoln 219 444 102.7% 1.1% 
Montgomery 45 94 108.9% 0.8% 
Warren 152 314 106.6% 1.3% 
Region Total 416 852 103.8% 1.1% 
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Boonslick Region.  The first map of this disadvantaged population indicates a high level of 
poverty within Lincoln County and a moderate level in Warren County while Montgomery County 
represents a fairly low incidence of poverty. 
 
In comparison to the State of Missouri, on the second map, the overall region has a lower 
poverty level that the state as a whole. 
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Older Adults  
 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census block groups, the region’s elderly population tends to 
gravitate toward cities as shown on the first map below.  The second map indicates that, on a 
statewide basis, the Boonslick Region represents only a small percentage of older adults. 
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Disabled Persons  
 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census block groups, the region’s disabled population also tends to 
gravitate toward cities as shown below.  The second map indicates that, on a statewide basis, 
the Boonslick Region represents only a slightly larger percentage of disabled persons versus 
older adults. 
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Finally, the map below highlights the combination of all three populations (elderly, disabled and 
poverty-impacted) by U.S. Census block groups. 
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CHAPTER 3 
Existing Transportation Facilities 
 
 
 
State Highways  
 
The Boonslick Region encompasses 831 miles of MoDOT roadways including 77 miles on 
Interstate 70, 424 miles of major collectors, 151 miles of minor arterials, 129 miles of minor 
collectors, and 50 miles of principal arterials. 
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Functional Classifications 
 
The region’s functional classifications include Interstate 70 and one principal arterial (Hwy. 61) as 
well as five minor arterial highways.  Virtually all single-lettered roads, and a large portion of 
Highway 94, are minor collectors.  All but a few of the minor collectors are double-lettered roads. 
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System Pavement Conditions 
 
MoDOT rates overall pavement condition on a rating continuum of 13 to 20.  The map below 
indicates poor pavement condition (red) on nearly 50% of Highway 47. Highway 94 pavement is 
primarily a mixture of poor to average condition while Highways 79 and 19 are virtually all a 
mixture of poor to average condition.  Nearly all pavement on Interstate 70 and Highway 61 is in 
good condition. 
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State Bridges  
 
The state transportation system includes 114 bridges within the Boonslick Region.  MoDOT use 
three criteria for bridge ratings: deck condition, substructure condition, and superstructure 
condition. For each criteria, a bridge’s condition is assessed as failed, imminent failure, critical, 
serious, poor, fair, satisfactory, good, very good, or excellent.  Boonslick Region bridge 
conditions range from serious to satisfactory. MoDOT’s condition definitions related to the region 
include: 

·  Serious condition meaning loss of a section, deterioration, spalling or scour has seriously 
affected primary structural components. Local failures are possible. Fatigue cracks in steel or 
shear cracks in concrete may be present. 
·  Poor condition means the bridge has advanced section loss, deterioration, spalling, or scour. 
·  Fair condition means all primary structural elements are sound but may have minor section 
loss, cracking, spalling or scour. 
·  Satisfactory condition means structural elements have some minor deterioration. 

 
More than half, 65, of the Boonslick bridges are rated as “satisfactory” or higher while 26 bridges 
are rated fair, 18 are rated as poor, and 5 are rated as being in serious condition.  Of the five 
serious-condition bridges, all are programmed on MoDOT’s Future Projects list. Of the 18 in poor 
condition, the Hermann bridge replacement is in progress and 3 smaller bridges are specifically 
included in the list of Regional Needs. The Regional Needs list also includes a need to replace 
all one-lane bridges and a need to repair or replace all deficient bridges within the region.  The 
26 bridges in fair condition are included in expressed need for repair and/or replacement. 
Although several Boonslick bridges are slated for reconstruction or programmed for future 
construction, all bridges in the region must be repaired or, in some cases, replaced. The map on 
the following page provides a look at the bridge locations. 
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One-Lane Bridges  
 
Of the MoDOT bridges within Boonslick, 14 are one-lane bridges. Many are aging and in need of 
replacement, while others were originally sited in a time when traffic volume and average speed 
were much lower than today.  According to MoDOT data: 

·  three bridges are rated as serious; all three are located on major collector roads; 
·  five bridges are rated as poor condition with four of those located on major collectors; 
·  five bridges are rated as fair condition, two of which are located on major collectors; and 
·  one satisfactory bridge on a minor arterial. 

 
The map below shows the one-lane bridge locations. 
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Off-System Bridges 
 
Off-system bridges rated by MoDOT in 2004 include 241 structures.  Only two bridges are 
located on minor collectors: one on Alison Road in Montgomery County and the other on Truxton 
Road in Lincoln County. All other bridges are located on local roads. A total of 41 have structural 
deficiencies and 22 have functional deficiencies; none of the 63 deficient bridges meet 
acceptable standards.  The region includes 193 two-lane and 48 one-lane bridges.  Forty bridges 
had a deck rating of 5 or less. 
 
The Coon Creek bridge on Morgan School Road in Montgomery County, as well as the Cuivre 
River bridge on Frenchman’s Bluff in Lincoln County, may be eligible for National Registry or 
historic preservation assistance.  The Frenchman’s Bluff span was built in 1886. 
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Airports, Waterways and Ports 
 
The region includes a total of 18 airports, including two publicly owned facilities. Washington 
Memorial Airport, on Highway 47 in the floodplain of southern Warren County, is the largest 
facility since recently expanding the runway to 5,000 feet.  The Hermann Municipal Airport, with a 
3,198-foot runway, is located near highways 19 and 94 in the floodplain of southern Montgomery 
County.   
 
Two privately owned airports provide public use for smaller planes. Greensfield Airport is south 
of Troy near the Lincoln County line and Montgomery-Wehrman Airport lies in eastern 
Montgomery County on Highway F. 
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Total Vehicle Volumes 
 
MoDOT’s Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) shows nearly 5 million vehicles used MoDOT 
roads in the Boonslick Region in the past year; or, in other words, the average traffic counter 
detected 11,368 vehicles per lane on the average day.  
 
The map below shows average daily traffic counts (one-way) ranging from 12 to 22,724 vehicles.  
The most pressing may be Highway 61 from Troy to the St. Charles line. Fortunately, this section 
is programmed for an upgrade in classification and construction is underway.  The northern 
remainder of Highway 61 and Highway 79 from Old Monroe to Winfield, with one-way traffic up to 
22,724, also is slated for an upgrade. 
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Truck Volumes 
 
The map of commercial traffic volume illustrates this expected high volume on Interstate 70 and 
medium volume throughout U.S. Highway 61 as well as Highway 47 through the City of Troy.  
Highway 19 also receives a medium truck traffic volume between Interstate 70 and Montgomery 
City. 
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At-Grade Railroad Crossings 

 
The Boonslick Region encompasses 72 at-grade railroad crossings including 59 crossings on local 
roads and 13 on MoDOT roads.   Several of these crossings present serious safety concerns due to 
remarkable residential development trends near Wright City, Warrenton, and Truesdale.  (Please note 
that the following map does not include at-grade crossings on dead-end roads that service only a single 
residence or farm.) 
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CHAPTER 4 
Existing Transportation Management 
 
 
 
Signalized Intersections 
 
The Boonslick Region includes 13 signalized intersections: 6 in Troy, 6 in Warrenton, and 1 on 
Highway 9/47 at Route TT near Dutzow.  Twelve flasher lights are installed at intersections within 
the region: 3 in Wellsville, 2 on Highway 61 at Moscow Mills, 2 on Highway 19 and 1 each in 
Montgomery City, Elsberry, and Silex as well as intersections near Foley, Troy, and Highway 61 
at Routes E/B. 
 

 



Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 
2005 Transportation Plan  37 
 
 
 

 



Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 
2005 Transportation Plan  38 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boonslick Regional Planning Commission 
2005 Transportation Plan  39 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADD Map: high-incident areas (accident coverage??) 
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Congestion Management 

A variety of strategies, when used in combination, can effectively deal with congestion. The flow 
chart below illustrates Federal Highway Administration strategies. 
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CHAPTER 5 
Needs Identification 
 
 
 
Condition Summary 
 
The Boonslick 2005 Regional Transportation Needs Report, an update of the 2001 Regional 
Transportation Plan, reflects current needs and future projects determined by the member 
jurisdictions of BRPC. Since the original report, dated 2001, the overall condition of MoDOT 
roads within the Boonslick Region has significantly improved during the past year.  Six roads 
have received significant resurfacing along with completion of guard wire installations on 
Interstate 70.  The recent passage of Amendment 3 (the initiative known as Safer, Smoother, 
Sooner) has provided funding for additional improvements to the transportation system.  The 
Safer, Smoother, Sooner Initiative will allow the State to: 
 

·  Provide 2,200 miles of smoother pavement on the state's most heavily traveled roads by 
December 2007; 

·  Accelerate projects already planned in MoDOT's five-year construction program; and  
·  Add new high priority projects. 

 
 
Projects Completed 
 
Completed projects include improvements in safety and pavement conditions.  Guard wires have 
been installed between the east and west lanes of Interstate 70 throughout the region.   
 
Resurfacing projects have included: 

·  Eastbound and westbound lanes on Interstate 70  from the west Montgomery County line 
to Route F in Warren County; 

·  Southbound and northbound lanes on Route 61 ; 6.6 miles centered on the interchange at 
Route 47 in Lincoln County; 

·  Route 47  from Troy to the Warren County line and from just east of Route 61 to Route 79 
in Lincoln County; 

·  Route U  from Route 47 to Route J in Lincoln County; 
·  Resurface Route 19  from Route BB from the west Montgomery County line south to 

Route 161; and  
·  Interstate 70  was coldmilled and resurfaced in the eastbound lane from the east 

Montgomery County line to Route 47; rumble strips also were installed. 
 
 
Programmed Projects  
 
This has been a busy year for MoDOT in the Boonslick Region.  The Moscow Mills/Highway C 
overpass project is becoming a reality as construction has begun.  The timeline for the new 
bridge at Hermann has been moved up to begin initial activities this year. Other improvements 
include safety projects, several resurfacing projects and bridge projects on Interstate 70 and 
routes 47, 61, and 79.  Additional bridge projects are in progress on routes D, E, and N.  The list 
below provides more detailed information on current projects (as of July 29, 2005).  
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Lincoln County Current Construction  
 

Route 47 
·  Intersection safety improvement at Front Street in Troy   
 
Route 61 
·  Resurface from 1.7 miles south of Route 47 to St. Charles County line 
·  Resurface from 2.4 miles north of Route 47 south 4.2 miles, southbound and northbound 

lanes 
 

Montgomery County Current Construction  
 

Route N over Loutre River 
·  Bridge replacement 0.2 mile west of Route J  
 
New Missouri River Bridge at Hermann 
·  The project will construct a two-lane, four-span steel plate girder structure includes a two-

directional dedicated lane on the west side of the structure for bicycles and pedestrians. 
The selected alignment is immediately to the west of the existing bridge. A separate 
project is slated for demolition of the existing bridge. 

 
Interstate 70 from Callaway Co. Line east 
·  Ultrathin bonded wearing surface applied to eastbound lanes from the Callaway County 

line east 4.4 miles  
 

Warren County Current Construction  
 
No current construction projects are planned within Warren County at this time. 
 
 
Future Projects Already Programmed 
 
The current STIP includes the following future projects: 
 
Lincoln County Future Projects  
 

Route D over Little Lead Creek                                                               
·  Bridge replacement 1.1 miles south of Route E  

 
Route D over Turkey Creek                                                               
·  Bridge replacement 2.4 miles south of Route TT  

 
Route D over Little Lead Creek                                                               
·  Bridge replacement 2.5 miles east of Route O north junction  

 
Route 47 
·  Roadway improvements, turn lane at Winfield approximately 0.6 mile west of Route 79  

 
Route 61  
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·  Grading, paving and bridges for construction of interchange at Route C, Moscow Mills 
·  Thin-lift overlay from Routes B and E south to 2.4 miles north of Route 47 
·  Thin-lift overlay from 0.2 mile north of Route OO south to Routes B and E  

 
Route 79  
·  Thin-lift overlay from Route 47 to 0.9 mile north of Route C 

 
Montgomery County Future Projects  
 

Route E over Cuivre River  
·  Replacing 2 bridges approximately 3.2 miles east of Route CC   

 
Warren County Future Projects  
 

Route B 
·  Resurface 12 miles from I-70 to Route 94 

 
Route 47 
·  Pavement rehabilitation 7.6 miles from Lincoln County line to .2 mile north of I-70 
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The map below shows the locations of current and future MoDOT programmed projects. 
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CHAPTER 6 
Future Project Plan for 10 Years 
 
 
 
Planning Process 
 
The Boonslick Regional Planning Commission has prepared this regional transportation plan on 
behalf of the member governments and citizens of the region to aid the MoDOT in developing 
and maintaining the region’s transportation system.  Boonslick participated in the construction of 
MoDOT’s new planning framework and MoDOT’s District 3 prioritization process.  This plan is 
the outcome of that planning process and includes the region’s priorities based on the categories 
of Safety, Taking Care of the System, Regional and Emerging Needs, Major Projects and Multi-
modal.  These categories will be represented throughout the plan and needs and priorities will be 
identified for each category.   
 
The transportation needs development included a review of projects in-process, a review of 
projects completed, a transportation survey mailed to each member jurisdiction, and a region-
wide transportation planning meeting.  The meeting included an extensive discussion based 
upon MoDOT’s five programming categories. 
 
The 2005 meeting of the Boonslick Region Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) brought 
together elected officials, and transportation stakeholders to review Missouri’s Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP), discuss how projects are currently selected and programmed, 
assess the regional transportation needs, and to identify and prioritize projects within the region.  
Additional meetings were held to update needs and issues for Boonslick’s Regional 
Transportation Plan.  
 
The BRPC Regional Transportation Plan includes the results of the annual transportation survey 
of officials, citizens and local businesses to assist the member governments in identifying and 
prioritizing future projects within the region.  The survey also serves as a measuring tool for the 
region’s member governments to track MoDOT’s progress with the development of the region’s 
transportation system.   
 
Finally, Boonslick convened an open meeting of citizens, officials, and business representatives 
to achieve a consensus on perceived needs, project priorities, and long-term issues. The annual 
regional transportation meeting was held at the Boonslick office August 4, 2005.  Member 
representatives participated as well as representatives from utility companies, fire and 
ambulance districts, and school districts. The variety of representatives added a more complete 
picture of the transportation needs within the region. The group produced an extensive list of 
transportation issues to be considered in the planning and programming of the STIP.  
 
 
Transportation Planning Goals by MoDOT Categories 
 
Boonslick’s transportation needs are listed according to the five categories of MoDOT’s Planning 
Framework. 
 
Safety  
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Citizens and governments within the region demand a transportation system that provides for 
and accommodates the safety of travel within the region. Improvements are necessary to the 
existing system to ensure that future travel is not subject to needless and preventable harm.  
Many of the safety concerns are centered on the system design and its inability to address 
current and anticipated travel demands.  Safety includes needs and projects that improve the 
design of the system to accommodate the current and anticipated travel demands.  Types of 
projects could include intersection improvements, lighting, shoulder improvements, alignment 
corrections, signage and striping.  The most pressing safety needs include adding shoulders to 
State numbered routes, modifying corridor alignments and sight distances, elimination of at-
grade crossings on four-lane divided highways, and the elimination of all one-lane bridges. 
 
The safety goals of the region are: 

·  To reduce the number and severity of accidents within the region; 
·  To reduce the property damage caused by the traveling public within the region; 
·  To reduce the transportation hazards within the region including one-lane bridges, narrow 

roadways, poor signing and lighting, poor alignments, and a lack of shoulders; 
·  To design and construct systems that will minimize conflicts; and 
·  To reduce economic loss and inconvenience due to unsafe traveling conditions. 

 
Taking Care of the Existing System   
 
Citizens and governments within the region demand a specific level of service from the State-
funded transportation system.  The level of service required within the region is one that provides 
for a pleasant and convenient traveling experience, accommodates the safe and timely 
movement of goods and people throughout the region, minimizes inconvenience and unsafe 
conditions, and insures the preservation of the system to meet future travel demands.  Taking 
care of the existing system includes needs and projects that are designed to extend the life of the 
current system, improve driving surfaces, and provide general maintenance and upkeep.  
 

·  The taking care of the system goals of the region are: 
·  To improve the surface condition of state-funded transportation systems; 
·  To increase pavement widths to accommodate travel and to conform to current design 

standards; 
·  To replace antiquated components, including aging bridge structures; 
·  To reduce the ongoing maintenance requirements; 
·  To reconstruct deteriorating roadways with modern design elements that will include 

shoulders and accommodate bicycle and pedestrian travel; and 
·  To maintain a transportation system that responds to the transportation demands within 

the region. 
 
Regional & Emerging Needs   
 
Citizens and governments within the Boonslick Region are concerned about the transportation 
system’s growth in relation to the population and travel demand increases the region is 
experiencing.  The Boonslick Region is a rapidly growing area that is serviced by a transportation 
system that is reaching or has exceeded its design capacity.  The region is demanding a 
transportation system that proactively meets the needs of the region by maintaining capacity to 
avoid and mitigate congestion, reduce accidents, provide for ease of mobility and provide 
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convenient connectivity to all components of the transportation system.  The regional and 
emerging needs category includes needs and projects that respond to recent changes in the 
region and include projects to upgrade road classifications, relief congestion, add additional 
lanes and corridors, and connect to regional or statewide system improvements such as 
corridors. 
 
The regional and emerging needs goals of the region are: 

·  To maintain a transportation system that responds to the transportation demands within 
the region. 

·  To expand the transportation system to accommodate the growth in population, 
employment opportunities, and commerce activities; 

·  To minimize congestion along key transportation facilities and in densely populated 
areas; 

·  To construct intersections that will provide for ease of mobility and connectivity to all 
system components; 

·  To expand the system to complement local land use development policies and to avoid 
disruption to communities and the economic vitality of the region; and 

·  To meet the increasing travel demand by expanding and upgrading the classification of 
existing roadways. 

 
Major Projects  
 
Major projects include needs and projects that are very large and costly.  Projects could include 
river crossings, interstate improvements, and corridor development. 

 
The major project goals of the region are: 

·  To expand the transportation system to accommodate the growth in population, 
employment opportunities, and commerce activities; 

·  To minimize congestion along key transportation facilities and in densely populated 
areas; 

·  To construct intersections that will provide for ease of mobility and connectivity to all 
system components; 

·  To expand the system to complement local land use development policies and to avoid 
disruption to communities and the economic vitality of the region; and 

·  To meet the increasing travel demand by expanding and upgrading the classification of 
existing roadways. 

 
Multi-modal Projects  
 
The citizens and governments within the Boonslick Region desire a complete transportation 
system.  A complete system should include river ports, truck terminals, airports, rail facilities, 
technological advances, public transportation and accommodates pedestrians and cyclists.  
Multi-modal projects include needs and projects that address non-highway vehicle transportation.  
Projects could include air, rail and river transportation; public transportation systems; bicycle and 
pedestrian projects; and intelligent transportation systems. 
 
The multi-modal goals of the region are: 

·  To increase the shipment of goods via the region’s waterways, rail facilities, and air 
freight; 
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·  To provide for coordinated multi-modal freight and passenger movements; 
·  To increase transportation options for the transportation impaired; 
·  To provide for alternative modes of transportation; 
·  To respond to the needs of travelers through the region; and 
·  To construct transportation systems that are aesthetically pleasing and considerate of the 

natural environment. 
 
 
 
Identified Needs 
 
 
Safety Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at North Lincoln Drive 61 Lincoln High 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 
61at South Lincoln Drive 61 Lincoln High 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at Highway U 61 Lincoln High 

Intersection improvements at Highway 19 and NE 
Service Road 19 Montgomery High 

Eliminate one-lane bridges on Highway 161 161 Montgomery High 

Add shoulders to State numbered routes All region High 

Alignment improvements on Highway 47 at 
Hopewell Hill 47 Warren High 
Improve sight distance at Highway 47 and 
Hickory Lick Road 47 Warren High 
Intersection improvements at Highway 47 and 
Warrior Avenue 47 Warren High 

Improve sight distance at Highway 47 and 
Highway N 47, N Warren High 

Eliminate one-lane bridges on Highway D D Warren High 
Improve sight distance at NW Service Road and 
Highway W W Warren High 
        

Alignment improvements on Highway 47 between 
Troy and Winfield 47 Lincoln Medium 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at Tropicana Village 61 Lincoln Medium 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at Main Street 61 Lincoln Medium 

Intersection improvements at Highway 47 and 
J/H 47, J, H Lincoln Medium 
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Identified Need Route County Priority 
Eliminate at-grade crossings on Highway 61at 
Highway B/E 61, B, E Lincoln Medium 

Alignment improvements on Highway U between 
Highway J and Highway 61 U Lincoln Medium 
Provide bicycle facilities along Highway 19 from 
KATY Trail to Hermann 19 Montgomery Medium 
Alignment improvements on Highway 161 at 
Smith Branch crossing 161 Montgomery Medium 

Improved rumble strips and striping on Interstate 
70 70 region Medium 

Add shoulders to State lettered routes All region Medium 
Intersection improvements at Highway 47 and 
Fairgrounds Road 47 Warren Medium 

Eliminate flood prone section of Highway 47 east 
of Marthasville 47 Warren Medium 
        

Street lighting along Highway 79 through cities 79 Lincoln Low 
Improved striping and additional safety signs on 
Highway 79 79 Lincoln Low 

Intersection improvements at East Cherry and 
South Lincoln Drive in Troy 

South Lincoln 
Drive Lincoln Low 

Signalization at Old Cap Au Gris and South 
Lincoln Drive in Troy 

South Lincoln 
Drive Lincoln Low 

Install ITS along Interstate 70 70 region Low 

Enhanced commercial vehicle enforcement All region Low 

Add shoulders to State double-lettered routes All region Low 
Alignment and site distance improvements on 
Highway 94 west of Highway 47 94 Warren Low 

Improve intersection (signalization) at Highway 
AA and NE Service Road AA Warren Low 

 
 
Taking Care of the System Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Replace all one-lane bridges All region High 

Reconstruction of Highway 47 47 region High 
Include sidewalks along all State roads through 
cities and school zones All region High 
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Identified Need Route County Priority 

Replace Tuque Creek Bridge on Highway 47 47 Warren High 
        

Resurface Highway 79 79 Lincoln Medium 

Resurface Highway B B Lincoln Medium 

Resurface Highway 19 19 Montgomery Medium 

Repair/Replace all deficient bridges All region Medium 

Resurface Highway M M Warren Medium 

Resurface Highway J J Warren Medium 
        

Resurface Highway Y Y Lincoln Low 

Resurface Highway EE EE Lincoln Low 

Resurface Highway CC CC Lincoln Low 

Resurface Highway W W Lincoln Low 

Resurface Highway E E Lincoln Low 
 
 
Regional and Emerging Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Winfield to Troy 47 Lincoln High 

Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
through Troy 47 Lincoln High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Troy to Warrenton 47 Lincoln High 
Upgrade Highway 61 to Interstate status from 
Cuivre River to St. Charles County 61 Lincoln High 

Expand capacity of Interstate 70 70 region High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
through Warrenton 47 Warren High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Warrenton to Washington 47 Warren High 
        

Construct by-pass around Troy 47 Lincoln Medium 
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Identified Need Route County Priority 
Intersection improvements at Highway 19 and NE 
Service Road 19 Montgomery Medium 

Add outer roads to Interstate 70 in Montgomery 
County 70 Montgomery Medium 

Expand I-70 overpass at Highway A/B (Exit 188) 70 Warren Medium 
Additional Interstate 70 interchange between 
Warrenton and Wright City 70 Warren Medium 

Construct by-pass around Warrenton 47 Warren Medium 

Construct by-pass around Wright City F, J Warren Medium 
Upgrade capacity and classification of Highway F 
near Innsbrook F Warren Medium 
        

Southbound Highway 61 exit ramp at Old Cap Au 
Gris 61 Lincoln Low 
Upgrade capacity and classification of Highway 
19 19 Montgomery Low 
Intersection improvements at Highway AA and 
NE Service Road AA Warren Low 

Upgrade capacity and classification of Highway 
M east of Warrenton M Warren Low 
Upgrade capacity and classification of Highway J 
north of Wright City J Warren Low 
Upgrade capacity and classification of Highway U 
south of Warrenton U Warren Low 

 
 
Major Project Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 
Interstate design and classification for Route 61 
south of Cuivre River 61 Lincoln High 

Interstate 70 expansion 70 region High 

Upgrade Highway 47 to Super 2 or divided 
highway 47 region High 
        

By-pass around Troy New Lincoln Medium 

By-pass around Warrenton New Warren Medium 
Replace and expand Highway 47 Missouri River 
Bridge at Washington 47 Warren Medium 
        

Extend Highway 370 to Highway 61 in Lincoln 
County 370 Lincoln Low 
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Identified Need Route County Priority 
Upgrade Highway C between Highway 61 and 
Highway 79 C Lincoln Low 

Expand Highway 79 to four-lane expressway 79 Lincoln Low 
Construct a Mississippi River crossing into Illinois 
from Lincoln County New Lincoln Low 
Extend the Page Avenue Extension into Warren 
County 364 Warren Low 

 
 
Multi-modal Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Construct bicycle and pedestrian facilities along all 
State routes in cities and school zones All region High 

Expand public transportation options in the region All region High 
        

Develop a rail/truck freight terminal All region Medium 

Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) for Interstate 
70 70 Warren Medium 
        

Develop a travel center within the region All region Low 

Evaluate the need for an airport in Lincoln County All Lincoln Low 
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The map below shows the locations of foreseeable transportation needs over the next 10 years. 
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CHAPTER 7 
RTP for 10 Years 
 
 
 
Recommended High-Priority Projects 
 
High-priority Safety Needs in the region speak to several issues regarding Highways 61 and 47.  
The primary trouble spots on Highway 61 include at-grade crossings at North Lincoln Drive, 
South Lincoln Drive and Highway U.  One-lane bridge conditions and/or design are targeted 
throughout the region.  The bridges on Highway 161 in Montgomery County and Highway D in 
Warren County should be upgraded to a two-lane structure.  Numerous other one-lane bridges 
are in need of replacement. Safety needs include additional intersection improvements at 
Highway 19 and I-70, Hickory Lick Road, Warrior Avenue, Highway N, and Highway W. Finally, 
regional officials recognize a pressing need to add shoulders to all State-numbered routes. 
 
Taking Care of the System priorities include a need for Highway 47 reconstruction and building 
additional sidewalks in fulfillment of the Safe Schools Act. Maintenance needs also address the 
need to replace deteriorating one-lane bridges as well as the narrow, two-lane Tuque Creek 
Bridge on Highway 47 east of Marthasville.    
 
Regional and Emerging Needs focus on Highway 47 needs, from Winfield to the Washington 
Bridge. The table below divides Highway 47 into five sections for the purpose of upgrading to a 
Super 2 classification or a divided highway.  Additional issues include Interstate 70 expansion 
and the Highway 61 classification upgrade south of the Cuivre River. 
 
The Major Projects category simply reiterates the improving highways 47, 61, and 70. 
 
Multi-modal Needs for the region encompass high needs for bicycle/pedestrian facilities in cities 
and school zones. 
 
Safety Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Add shoulders to State-numbered routes All Regional High 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at North Lincoln Drive 61 Lincoln High 

Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at South Lincoln Drive 61 Lincoln High 
Elimination of at-grade crossings on Highway 61 
at Highway U 61 Lincoln High 
Intersection improvements at Highway 19 and NE 
Service Road 19 Montgomery High 
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Identified Need Route County Priority 

Eliminate one-lane bridges on Highway 161 161 Montgomery High 

Alignment improvements on Highway 47 at 
Hopewell Hill 47 Warren High 
Improve sight distance at Highway 47 and 
Hickory Lick Road 47 Warren High 
Intersection improvements at Highway 47 and 
Warrior Avenue 47 Warren High 

Improve sight distance at Highway 47 and 
Highway N 47, N Warren High 

Eliminate one-lane bridges on Highway D D Warren High 
Improve sight distance at NW Service Road and 
Highway W W Warren High 

 
 
Taking Care of the System Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Replace all one-lane bridges All Regional High 

Reconstruction of Highway 47 47 Regional High 

Include sidewalks along all State roads through 
cities and school zones All Regional High 

Replace Tuque Creek Bridge on Highway 47 47 Warren High 
 
 
Regional and Emerging Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Expand capacity of Interstate 70 70 Regional High 

Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Winfield to Troy 47 Lincoln High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
through Troy 47 Lincoln High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Troy to Warrenton 47 Lincoln High 

Upgrade Highway 61 to Interstate status from 
Cuivre River to St. Charles County 61 Lincoln High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
through Warrenton 47 Warren High 
Upgrade Highway 47 capacity and classification 
from Warrenton to Washington 47 Warren High 
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Major Project Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 
Upgrade Highway 47 to Super 2 or divided 
highway 47 Regional High 

Interstate 70 expansion 70 Regional High 

Interstate design and classification for Route 61 
south of Cuivre River 61 Lincoln High 

 
 
Multi-modal Needs  
 

Identified Need Route County Priority 

Construct bicycle and pedestrian facilities along all 
State routes in cities and school zones All Regional High 

Expand public transportation options in the region All Regional High 
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The map below shows the locations of high-priority needs over the next 10 years. 
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CHAPTER 8 
Financing 
 
 
The region is aware of MoDOT’s financial constraints and appreciates the delicate balance of 
needs and resources.  The region will consider using innovative financing mechanisms to 
advance critical regional projects.  The region understands MoDOT’s endeavor to obtain 
additional revenue; however, there are a few considerations that this region would ask MoDOT to 
consider. 
 
 
Toll Roads 
 
Toll roads are being discussed as a means of financing the needed improvements on Interstate 
70.  The region is not opposed to a toll on statewide facilities such as Interstate 70.  However, we 
strongly believe that if a toll is placed on Interstate 70 within this region it will create a 
disadvantage for the Interstate 70 corridor, and most likely will increase travel on non-interstate 
facilities which in turn will increase maintenance requirements on local jurisdictions. A suggestion 
would be to place a uniform toll on all interstate roadways in Missouri at the same time and place 
revenue in a separate fund for the distinct purpose of maintaining and expanding all interstate 
roadways, not just Interstate 70.  A separate commission could then be charged with distributing 
these funds to the prioritized needs. 
 
 
Evolution of Transportation Development Districts 
 
In today’s era of cost-sharing, transportation development districts (TDDs) are becoming a 
popular tool to generate additional revenues and accelerate locally preferred projects using cost-
leveraging arguments to advance these projects.  The use of TDDs to fund transportation 
improvements is important; however, overuse of this tool and cost-sharing may result in MoDOT 
not investing its limited resources for the highest priority needs.  A trend has been detected that 
would lead communities to believe that, if they can approve a TDD and provide local funding for 
a project (25%-75%), MoDOT will provide the balance of the project funds.  This may diminish 
the pool of funds available to address high priority needs.  A policy needs to be developed that 
will only allow cost-sharing with a TDD if the project is considered a high priority need and is 
included in regional transportation plans. 
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CHAPTER 9 
Plan Implementation 
 
 
Plan Implementation 
 
The Boonslick plan includes a prioritization of projects that will promote safe and well-maintained 
roads, economic development, access for all residents, and efficient flow of goods and people 
throughout the region.  First and foremost are the redesign/reconstruction of Highways 61 and 
47.  Aside for Interstate 70, these two highways are the lifeline of the region.  Secondly, Highway 
19, the lifeline for Montgomery County, must be improved to bolster safe travel and economic 
vitality. Finally, many rural roadways in the region were built in a time when rural populations 
were sparsely distributed. However, today many of these roads are handling traffic volumes that, 
in some cases, are far beyond the original design capacity. As travel continues to increase on 
Missouri lettered highways, capacity and safety must be increased in the form of redesigning or 
reconstructing antiquated roadways and bridges. 
 
Boonslick continues use the MoDOT Planning Framework to diligently work with MoDOT 
officials, citizens of the region, regional jurisdictions, school districts, emergency agencies, and 
business communities to achieve the goals for the region. Tools will include communication with, 
and partnering with, all stakeholders through a variety of forums, planning sessions, public 
education, and public information avenues.   
 
The region’s priorities will continue to be guided by our general transportation goals. The goals of 
the region are: 
 

1. Provide a safe transportation system. 
2. Maintain the existing transportation system. 
3. Reduce congestion and travel delays. 
4. Support economic growth and development. 
5. Reduce the number and severity of accidents. 
6. Reduce travel hazards within the region. 
7. Respond to regional emerging needs. 
8. Provide access to opportunities for all residents. 
9. Provide for the efficient movement of goods and people through the region. 
10. Promote the utilization of all modes of transportation. 

 
 
Environmental Justice 
 
This plan has the potential to improve quality of life for those who are at a disadvantage by 
supporting strategies to provide access to education and employment as well as access to health 
and community services.  Nearly 10% of Boonslick residents are living in poverty, nearly 13% are 
older adults, and 4% of residents who are of black or Hispanic heritage must be included in the 
discussion of transportation priorities. The region must find a way to expand public transportation 
for these groups as a quality of life issue. As well, public transportation must be expanded to 
mitigate growing environmental issues.  
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Social and Economic Impacts 
 
The Boonslick recommendations support MoDOT’s initiative to provide a smoother, safer 
transportation system.  Many of the projects included in the plan will reduce both traffic fatalities 
and injuries.  Strategies include constructing shoulders, eliminating at-grade traffic crossings, 
and redesigning various problems such as sight distances.   
 
Beyond safety issues, the elements of this plan must include recognition of the needs of 
disadvantaged populations. For example, low-income and elderly residents need access to 
public transportation. As well, the transportation needs of minority populations must be 
recognized and implemented.  
 
As the region continues to experience high rates of population growth, the need for safe and 
efficient transportation design becomes more and more critical. Boonslick projects include 
numerous upgrades to the regional arterials coupled with advocating appropriate land uses in 
relation to existing arterials. 
 
On the other hand, the needs of rural residents are two-fold.  First, residents must be able to 
safely travel on well-maintained roads and bridges, especially one-lane bridges.  Second, rural 
residents must be able to enter or leave the major arterials without worry of speeds, sight 
distances, turning radii, etc.  
 
By working with local land use and zoning authorities, this plan could accommodate higher 
densities for residential and commercial land uses at and near major arterial intersections.  
Between these dense areas, where rural roads connect to arterials, access should transition 
smoothly through safely redesigned intersections and added merge lanes.  
 
By building up rather than out in the high density areas in and near existing arterial intersections, 
the high cost of building additional arterials would be unnecessary. In this scenario, maintenance 
costs should be available to adequately maintain both arterial and rural roads at an acceptable 
level. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 
The Boonslick Regional Planning Commission and its Transportation Advisory Committee have 
developed this Regional Transportation Plan to document the transportation priorities within the 
Boonslick Region for MoDOT. The region believes in working together to make our communities, 
our region and our state a great place to live and work. The member governments of the region 
understand the financial constraints of MoDOT and the limited funding to address a seemingly 
endless list of needs.  Due to these constraints it is imperative that every dollar invested in 
transportation systems has a positive impact on the system and addresses the most critical 
needs while considering the long-term development and maintenance of the transportation 
system.  This report will help guide the Department in selecting projects for implementation that 
will respond to the most pressing needs of the Boonslick Region. 
 
 


